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Airplane

Flight Instructor; Commercial; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land

68

The  pilot  of  the  Mooney M20F departed on a local flight.  Approximately 30 to 35 minutes after takeoff, the airplane's engine began to
sputter,  which  was  followed by a total loss of power.  The airplane sustained substantial damage to the firewall and airframe during an
ensuing  forced  landing  to  a  field.  Examination of the airplane revealed that both fuel tanks were intact, however, they contained no
fuel.    The  pilot stated that he did not experience any mechanical problems with the airplane and attributed the loss of engine power to
fuel  exhaustion.    He reported 2,065 hours of total flight experience, which included approximately 292 hours in the same make and model
as the accident airplane.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The  pilot's  improper  preflight planning, which resulted in a loss of engine power due to fuel exhaustion, and subsequent forced landing
to a field.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         LOSS OF ENGINE POWER(TOTAL) - NONMECHANICAL
Phase of Operation:  CRUISE

Findings
     1.  (C) FLUID,FUEL - EXHAUSTION
     2.  (C) PREFLIGHT PLANNING/PREPARATION - IMPROPER - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2:         FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - EMERGENCY
----------

Occurrence #3:         ON GROUND/WATER ENCOUNTER WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  EMERGENCY LANDING

Findings
     3.  TERRAIN CONDITION - GROUND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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